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(MAY 20, 2015) 

 

Prof. Plamen Iliev, PhD, University Rector 

 

They say that shared joy is double joy! Your presence here today convinces me 

of the truth of this saying. Thank you for being here to celebrate the 95th anniversary 

of Varna University of Economics. Later on, in the autumn of this year, we will 

celebrate the centenary of the old classical building of the University. We, the 

successors of those who created the first Higher School of Commerce in Bulgaria, 

have the privilege to inherit an institution whose foundations were laid down boldly 

and wisely 95 years ago, enabling us to pursue achievement in the modern history of 

our Alma Mater with a renaissance spirit. However, we also have the obligation that 

each generation contributes as much energy and passion for knowledge, science and 

achievement, as the amount of energy our founders invested in this undertaking. 

Being part of an institution in the history of which are woven facts that everyone 

would be proud of, is a great honor, duty and responsibility. Most often honour and 

responsibility are perceived as the backbone of dignity, including national pride. That 

is why we cherish this history and we commit ourselves to continuing it and 

protecting it. We are the ones who today need to create modern educational events 

and become the real drivers of the process from now on. 

Taking into account the views of employers and partners, the achieved  

results and the positive image built in the public mind nationwide and abroad, 

we can say that today Varna University of Economics is an established and reputable 

educational and scientific center, an institution that is extremely responsive to today's 

challenges, one of the top five universities in Bulgaria. Today, when the links 

between universities and business are severed, it is our task to reestablish that link and 

develop useful partnerships. We have taken action in this direction with the student 

internship project implemented in 2014 and the innovative affiliate network for 

sustainable interaction "University - Business" developed under the Operational 

Programme “Human Resources Development” which started earlier this year. 

At times when we do not have access to funds for investment and the state 

subsidy per student of economics has been a mere 693 BGN per year for more than 

seven years, we have been carrying out a large-scale investment program. We are 

proud to report on: a functioning e-learning center, modernized lecture rooms, 

funding of research projects, the completed restoration of the Rectorate building 

which is emblematic for Varna - the sea capital of Bulgaria, the refurbished student 

canteen, the creation of spiritual space, new bookstores. Nowadays, when many 
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criticize the young generation for their lack of values, we place trust in our students 

and implement policies that make the University a modern educational, scientific and 

cultural institution; an institution in which young people discover and develop their 

talent, their new interests, including their future academic career, the opportunity to 

start working in research centers, to be involved in teams for preparation and 

implementation of EU projects, to work in the library, the information center, the 

career center, and the administrative departments of the University. 

In past decades, the University has always been a venue of spiritual and cultural 

activities. This important role was projected earlier, back in time, at the design stage 

of its centenary building by architect Nikola Lazarov, who participated in the 

completion of the Euxinograd palace and who designed the building of the Opera 

House in Varna. These creative aspirations and projects were also shared by the 

sculptor Kiril Shivarov who executed the decoration of the building, and who 

sculptured the magnificent lion figures in front of the Courthouse in Sofia and the 

bronze figures of brothers Evlogi and Hristo Georgiev in front of the Rectorate 

building of Sofia University. 

This role was pointed out also in one of the most important messages given by 

the head of state of Bulgaria in his speech at the opening ceremony for the first 

academic year on October 2, 1921, that the higher school revives and develops further 

the economic and cultural values handed down by previous generations. Today, we 

strongly support the demands of young people by offering them an attractive choice: a 

university where teaching and research are of high quality; the cultural calendar is an 

integral part of academic life; and sport is seen as a priority and a draw for 

investment. These words are not empty promises as they are substantiated with much 

evidence - the increased uptake of graduates in local businesses, finding positions in 

the public administration and our graduates’ successful career at home and abroad, 

the development of the spiritual space through the weekly cultural events, including 

cinema, theater, poetry, music, the Academica art gallery with its newest acquisition, 

the two Allegories by the winner of the Herder Prize, the honorary citizen of the city 

of Varna and distinguished artist Stoimen Stoilov, the mass sports activities and our 

achievements in basketball: the Championship award and the BBF Cup won for the 

second consecutive year . 

Today is a festive occasion for anyone who over the years has crossed the 

threshold of our Alma Mater. These are the lecturers and staff, students of the 

University and of course, above all, the 13,000 students who are currently studying at 

Varna University of Economics: the future economists and managers, future leaders 

in our civil society, Bulgaria’s hope. 
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The 95 years since the establishment of the first Higher School of Commerce in 

Bulgaria and the centenary of the building of Varna Economic University which is 

one of the landmarks of the city of Varna, provide us with an occasion to turn again 

with respect to the history of this institution and remember the names and the work of 

the people who inspired this undertaking and laid the foundation stone of the 

economic education in the country nearly a century ago. On May 14, 1920 a decision 

was taken in Varna to establish the first Higher School of Commerce in Bulgaria. We 

owe gratitude and respect to the work of the first Rector, prof. Tsani Kalyandzhev 

whose 150th birth anniversary we are going to celebrate next year, his associates, 

prof. Fyodor Belmer, prof. Oskar Anderson, prof. Naum Dolynski and their followers, 

to the then Presidents of the Chamber of Commerce, Petar Petrovic, Costa Rankov 

and Kostadin Genov, to the Varna traders, industrialists, bankers, intellectuals and 

clergy for the moral, financial and organizational support they provided for the 

initiative to establish the first Higher School of Commerce in Bulgaria and for 

building a strategically important relationship between European culture and the 

Bulgarian economic intelligentsia of the time. 

I also think it is necessary to express our gratitude for the financial support of the 

state and the local authorities who provided the land for the construction of the 

building of the University free of charge. And to make reference to the present day 

situation, I ask myself: how do things stand today in modern Bulgaria? I will mention 

only a few facts: although we requested to be included in the OP “Regional 

Development”, we had to use our own funds to restore the centenary building 

constituting a cultural monument of national importance and to modernize the 

students’ canteen. Although we have repeatedly raised the issue of the shortage of 

beds in student dormitories (570 beds for 13,000 students, i.e. only 4.4% provision, 

which is the lowest in Bulgaria) the government has rejected our request to provide 

land for the construction of an educational and sports complex including a study 

campus, hotel, swimming pool and sports hall seating 1500 in spite of the promised 

funding under the new operational programs and the offer to contribute with our own 

funds. We sincerely hope that the problem of the College of Tourism will be solved 

this year and the building of the School of Motor Transport will be provided for this 

purpose, without imposing the condition that we finance the repair works.  

 Today, in spite of limitations and against all odds, Varna University of 

Economics has opened its doors wide to young people in Bulgaria and with its 

consistent policy it has demonstrated that when you have knowledge, you possess the 

strength and courage and freedom to change life for the better. In this connection I 

want to assure you that Varna University of Economics is fully supportive and will do 

its best to showcase the city of Varna as 2017 European Youth Capital. 
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There seems to be a symbolic meaning in the fact that the date of our 

university’s celebration is close to the other two auspicious dates and events: May 11, 

when the Orthodox Church celebrates the holy Apostles, the brothers Cyril and 

Methodius, and May 24, the Day of Bulgarian Education and Culture and Slavic 

alphabet. Our festive day is intertwined with the nationwide holiday, which a few 

days later will gather on the streets all those who feel that knowledge and spirituality 

are essential for our national dignity and identity. 

The Renaissance work of the Slavic educators gives us reason to be proud, even 

though it belongs to all nations, to all mankind, just as the sky belongs to all people. 

Yet, a heart that does not harbour an altar to the brothers Cyril and Methodius, is not a 

Bulgarian heart!  

Writing is said to be inherent to language. So blessed be the language of our 

ancestors! This is the language in which we sing year after year, "March ahead, oh 

revived people ..." There is hardly a Bulgarian who has not sung this anthem, whose 

lyrics were written by the Ruse High School teacher Stoyan Mihaylovski in 1892, and 

the music was composed only nine years later, in 1901, by the Lovech High School 

teacher Panayot Pipkov. 

Time has faded almost all details from the portrait of the Thessaloniki brothers. 

Today we rather kiss the images created by our own imagination. It seems like they 

sought to obliterate every detail of their personal biography in order to embed it all 

completely in their colossal, universal human deed. And maybe this is the saints’ 

secret knowledge and legacy: to have nothing but faith. And to sacrifice everything 

for it! 

To be worthy of them today we keep that fire of knowledge here at Varna 

University of Economics, we, the sons of the holy brothers on this sacred spiritual day 

for Bulgaria! 

 

Happy holiday! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


